Year 11 Biology

Overall Intent:

e Maintain curiosity through exploring the ten Big Ideas of Science
e Learn key scientific vocabulary to aid understanding and communication of the topic being studied.

e Acquire the full range of skills to learn to apply knowledge, critique information and actively solve problems
e Have a science education to progress their understanding of the issues that shape their lives during and beyond their school years

In Year 11, students study 3 hours per fortnight of the Biology aspect of AQA GCSE Trilogy combined science worth 2 GCSEs or 5 hours of AQA GCSE Biology (a single
GCSE but completed in combination with the single GCSEs of Physics and Chemistry). They continue to explore each of the ten Big Ideas of Science, focusing on the
three Big Ideas in Biology. These centre around cells, genes and ecology where they build upon previous learning and expand their understanding of each idea.
Students are provided with an essential learning list at the start of each topic and assessed on their recall of this list at the start of each lesson. Students are
assessed throughout the topics using Demonstrate and Connect tasks. End of topic assessments focus on their ability to communicate their knowledge and
understand key scientific concepts. Homework will be issued at regular intervals and may comprise worksheets, extended research or completing a skills grid
following a practical investigation. Practical work is a key part of science and as well as completing numerous practical activities students will also be required to
complete a series of required practicals, where they consolidate scientific concepts, develop transferable investigative skills and acquire a range of practical skills.
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